Hindus and Mool in
Holizais in 1947 merked
the end of comminal
violenee by jointly fiying
the fags al Indin and
Pakistan ram tricks
patrofling i ciy.
This rare photograph
capiured the jy of
[reedinm and The trigedy
of partition in India and
in Paldsian.

.

I thes chapter...

Ths frstd sate iy the L of indepand=n! Inda wer= full of chalienges.
Some of Ihe most i ohes. contared nalional unity and
emitoia mizgoly of Inds m tha story of politics i Ingis since
independance by
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The integratan oF the poncaly staies intc ihe Indmn Umon, neadead
draant resaluban

githes e drean Siresh o

In the maxt twg chaplers we shall lum to ether kinds of challenges faced
by the country in this €arly phase



1
CHALLENGES OF
NATION BUILDING
Challenges for the new wnation-state

Al the hour of miidoight on 13- 15 August 1947, e attained independence
Jawaharkl Nehros the st Prime Minister of o India, addressed a speoind session of
Lhie Constituent Assembily thot night, This wis Lthe [amous “Iovst with destiny” speech
Lhat your ape nandlar with.

This was the moment Indiany had been walling hor: You baeve readd fnovour hiisiony
textbooks (that there were muny voless in our nalonal movement. Bu thege were
Lwtr diraly alminsl evenyane agricdl upan: o, thal aller Independenos, we shadl mn
our country thropgh democmtie govermmaent: and two. that e governiment sl be
run for the gwond of wll, partienbarly the potr and the soclally dissdvantaged groups
Now thit the country was independent, the Lime hod tome (o realise the promise of
Freddom,

This was nol gofig Webe casy. India was born as o natlon-siatein very dillbealt
vircumstanees, Perhaps ne otheér country by then was barn i ¢ sdludblon more
difleul! than that of Indla o 1997, Freedmn came with the partiton of the country
The year 1947 was a year of unprecedented violenee snd4raoms of displacement. I
was in this situatlon thal independent Indls staned gy journes to achlevwe several
objeeiives, Yer thie turmdd] that aceompanded independance did ool make our lehders
lose sight of the mualiiphe challenges thal [mecd the gew nabion,
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Three Challenges
Broadtly, independent Indis [meed toee kinds of choallenges, The first
angd the mumediag challenge wis 1o shiope o mation that wiss e,
) volaccommgdiative af the diversity in oursoeioty. Ddin was g land
Tenarrues wive shall b ' , . P £ 4 REEY
- - al continental sie-and diversity. lis peoaple spose difforent langonges
.'rm.-i"" ""“5"‘!" and Jollvwed diflorom) cobores and religions. A thal fime 8 was

British dominidion. Bt widely belivved 1hotl a coandry fudl of such kinds of diversity could

af mirndgie India wild nnlromain gk Uer {or long. The pactition of the coasiey appeaced (o
partitionsd. Towcorreiw will  prove cvoryone s worst lrars. There were serions guestions aboul. the
thees ¢ & day of Trisicing ae hatvore of bactio: Would Indiasarvive as a-onilied eonniey? Would it do
”f{"""f“'“;"“"f so by emphasising noational nnity @l the eost of cvery other abjeotie?
¢ Wil b mcan rejoetm all pesmonond o sob-nationn] oentilies? And
e wars an argenl goestom How was tegrabon o Lhe Termilory of

Treekiis 1oy e gedrieved T

Mahatma ?“"‘ihj The secormd chollmge was (o esiabtish doooeracy, Yoo hove
L B TR TS E E Iy

alkaly airendy  sioded (b Indian Consiitotion, You koow  that  tho
Constitnlion grantod fuodomental rights and oxieoded. the aeht o
willes [ooevery oilizone frelin adopted ropresomtative democrisey, basol
or the pariiamentgry orin ol govormment. Thoese lealores omsare el
[t politiral compeiition woud akeploee ioa domoemise immework:
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Challendges rf Natton Budlding s

A demoeritic constitulion s neccssary bul niol sullicient lor
establishing a democracy. The challenge was to develop democratic
practices in acoondanoe with the Constituiion

The third chullenge was o ensure the development and well-
being of the cntire socicly and not only of some secfions. Here
ngnin the ConsUtution ¢leagly Inid down Lthe prineipic of egpuokity
g speginl protection W soctally disadvantaged groups and
religious and culluml communities. The Constitution: aiso sel out
in the Dirccthve Principles of Stale Polioy the wellare gonls that
dempocratic politics must achicve, The real, challenge now was 1o
cvithve ollcotive policies lor economic development and cradication
ol poverly

How ditd independent India respand (o these challeng=? To
whal exlenl did Indid suedeed In achieving the virlous objeclives
s out by e Constiluthon? This entire book 18 an atlempl o
rispomd (o these questions. The baok ells the stury of polities in
Indis sinee Independence $0 as 1o cpuip you' Lo develop, your osvn
answirs Lo bl guestions ke these, In Lhe lirst three chaplers e
ook at how the three challenges mentionsd: above were ecd i
the carly years alter Independence

In this chapler, we focus on the first clallenge of nation-
butding thatl secupled centre-staghe in the yeirs ImmedBlely afld
Independenee. We begin by looking abthe events thial formed the
vontext of Independence. This can helpus undersiande whiy the
ssue of nadonal unity amd sevurity beesme o primany challonge
al the time of Independence. We shall then see how [Indis chose o
Shapne: sl o o natlon. uuﬂ_ﬁl by & shureed histony and comimon
desting. This wnlly had o rellec) the aspirations of people across
the different reglons and desd-with the disparities that exlsied
winung reglons and dilferonl settions of people. In the nexl two
chaplers we shall turn o the challienge of eatablishing @ demweracy
andl achieving ecanmnle developnent with equality and justice

RE Fllﬂ LIC OF

nspuuuc OF INDIA INDIA REPUBLIﬂ OF INDIA

- ey R
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Ilesie [Heve sluinps Were lesiies] by 105000 nwelt e st Bepublic Doy o0/ 26 Jutiaaey 1950, Wil
b Thee i o these s onges el voi aboud thie challesges o the oow reprianbbie? 17 Voo were =2ked
b dheslgdn Lhese stamym n 109500 which imagss would oo love chosen'



o : -
& - F  WHILETNRARACHT T = -
Epipniders afidi e H I 5 ' ,r . %
PRBILELAIORAN . [MANCHESTER HOUSE| =
=
TeRi= BEomils g EAE LSl TA'LUHS 2 :
s The Authority en Seyle B Clathed
Blisher, MARRIF-UL-GLIRAN, [Fherweiil Specialists] ‘o n_-"___:
L Mr PARVEZ I,.i*' e Toaw 7334 E
ikl g A HiIAD KLt REEONE TTRE
¥ WOMIE AR TN ettty ST I,__:_ +LTLY I A’rj-— N K z'.-:mﬁ_n
GOV RN RENT OF PAERTAR
= J'q 'l.“. i i liss p=w

AED-E-AZAM’S TRIBUTE m B“'"?“ PE“""Q

bsolute Transfer Of Power

- Unknown In ¥orld History
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Th&wghm 5 awaited sufely, ﬂ'ﬁﬁmﬂﬁ ﬂ'ﬂ"n .
J gnnuh yeznmg for which Faiz Ahmied FapPo? 1-10582) Bom
= sstou, 1remL tioping fo find 1 In-Selkot staved in Pakistan affer

: -.--"-'ﬂ"'ﬂfﬂﬂt@ﬂl.lhe wiidemess of thesky - j::iﬁ ﬁ“‘w“ g, ﬂgﬂmm’ .,

st beashore for (e languid - regitie and s Fmprsoned, Colectians

ardedaamaf#wweﬂaﬂpﬂeh
of South Asia In the twverbsth canfury

We should begin 1o wotk in thal sprit and in caurse of nme all these
angularities of the maiority and minarity communities, the Hindu community
and the Muslim cammunity — becguse even 35 regards Muslims you have
Pathans, Punjabis, Shias, Slinnis and se ab and among the Hindus you have
Brahmins; Vaishpabas, Khatris, z3lso Bengalees, Madrasis, and so on - will

canigh You are freg, You are fr2e to o to vour temples, you arz fres 1o
go o yaur masques aof o any other place of worship in this State of Palastan
You may bslong o any raligion or caste ar creed - that hasnothing 1o do with
the business of the State

Monarmmad 46 Jinnah, Fresgentisl atdmees iy ineLonshibenl Essemony ol Faasian af

kgl 1T Auoust 1847
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Today | call Waris Shah "
Fmits Qﬂl‘ﬁ!ﬂ
Today, dezll Wans Shah, *Bpedk from your grave’ .
And tum_ 1bday._ the bodKof love's rext Sctlichate pags (> N
Once, & daughtsr of Putab cried @nd youwiote 5 'iraillrrg saga

i Tudmumﬂim daughiers, cfy 10 you, Watis Shah

Rize! Q' gatraltt of the grieving. nss! look'at your Puniab : -
Today flelds g lined with corpées. and blood fills the Chenab. AmntaZntam (1878-2G03),

Somsgons kas med poison ih thalive rivers’ flow ' A prominant Fanjab: poatand
Their deadly wiler 8,00, imastifg our Eaﬂdgﬂxs fiekon wnter, Repiprent of Sshifya:
This fortlle aggie Sprotling, veriom frofm syvary pore Akedempfiward. Padma Shree and
The sk 1E tirning red from ar:thEﬁ itfes of gore L _dnanapesth Award ARer Partition

B kootic futeslwind, screamisfiaMinside its wake: — #he made Daih: her second home \
: =8 lrm.‘.-.de*-ﬂ?van.ahe 3 She vwas aciva Inwohng-ang | I"T

edifing Neoman' a Funjai menthl
Tromdl=ak «ranmﬂnnu-uﬂuri&hlnm'dammn“w S'EH* My’ magazine hil henleal ' F

Wve he- a Muslm mmaonty who ars so large m numbers that thay cannot,
aven i 1"\.9JI want, go anywhera else. That is 3 basic fact sbout which thers can
be no argumenl Whatavar the provocation from Eakistan and whatever the
indignitias and horrars nflictad on nan-Muslims thers, we have got to deal with
this minonty in-a civilised manner. Wsa must grve tham secunty and the rights of
cit@ans in a demeocrahc State |f we fail 10 do so, wa shall have a fastenng sore
which will eventually poson the whaole body pelitic and probably destroy it

Y
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g Politicr in Indla sduce | ABCe

Pariition: dwp(acemewt ' and retabilitation

On 14-15 Augusl 1947, nol one bul twe naljol-stales came ilo
extstence — India and Pakistan,  This was 4 resull ol pantition’,
the division ol Bnlish India nlo Indls and Pakistan. The drawing
ol the border demarcating the terrilory ol cach countey marked the
culminallon of political develppiuenis thal you have rvad aboul in
the history lextbooks. Acvording (o the “two-rmtion theory' advaneed
by the Musiim League, India consisted of ool one bul two "people’,
Hindus and Mushms, That s why it demanded Pakistan, o separate
countey for the Muslimes, The Congress opposed this theory and the
denyind for Pakistan, Bul several political developments in 1940s, (he
potithsl competitbon hetweent the Congress amd the Musim League
and the Hrilish mole led (o the decisimg Jor thir ereation ol Pakiglan,

Process of Partition

Thus It wus decided thal what was Ul then known a8 Todia’
winddd s divided into twa countries, “Todla” and Pakistan’. Such a
division wiss nol only vty p-.u"rllu'.l. bt slsts vory dillicult (o decide
and (o fmploment. 1t was decided 1o follow the principle of religious
majorities, This basfeally means (hat reas whiore the Muslims were in
majority wanld make bp e territory of Paklstan. The rest wis Lo stay
with Irudia.

The fdea might appear simple. but b presented all kinds of
dilficuliles: First of all. there was np single bell of Muslio majorily
arcas ln Brlish India. There were two sness of conventrullon, one
in the west and one In the cast. There was no way these lwo parts
could be joloed. Se i was decided that Lthe new country, Pakisinn, will
comprise two lerritories, Wesl and Easl Pukistan soparaled by o long
expanse of Indim lerrilory. Sccondly, not all Muslio majority arcas
watibed o be ' Pakistan, Khan Abdul Galfier Khan, the undisputed
leader of the Norfth Weslem Fronber Provinee and knowst as ‘Fronter
Gandhlwas stuunchly opposcd o the two-ration theory. Eventually,
his vdice was simply gnored and the NWFP was made (0 miergde
with Puklsian,

The third problem wits {hat dwo of the Muslim majorily provinees
ol British Indis. Punjab and Bengal had very larde arcas whese the
pon-Mustings were in majority. Eventually il was decided thial these
two provinees would be bilureated aceordiog 1o ihe religious majorily

1:::"“" i Wt al the district or oven lower level This deetslon could nol be made
wiis I.*-H'I Pl by the midodghl of 14-15 August. It mweand that a age sumber of
Tkl o el people did nol know on the disy of Independonoe whetlier they were in
Hangladesh. Tha ts India or in Pakistan. The Parlidon of these two provinees caused the
why oue Gengsl i deepest s of Pastiliog,

il “West EBlerilialt )
This was elated o the lowurils and e mosl niselable o all the

problems of partiion, This was the problem of ‘minorites” on both

o b



Challesges of Nation Budlding

siddes ol the bomder. Lakhs ol Hindus and Sikhs 0 Lhe arcas thal
were now in Pokiston and an equally large number ol Muslims on
the Indtan sicde ol Pumjaband Bengal (and Vo somic exten) Pelhi and
surmounding amas) found themselves tmpped. They were 1o distover
Lhat they worne andesirable aliens in their own home, in the land whore
thiey and thodr npecstors had Hved lor conituries,-As soon as i beeame
clear that the country wits going 1o be partitioned. the violence siafcd
pl-an unpgrecedonted lovel agidinsl communiles who werne lesser in
mimber in their respective amis, No one hagd qulle anticipated the
seile of this problem. No one hid any plans lor handling this, Inltdally
the people and political lenders kepl ‘hoping thal this violence was
temporiry and would be conlrolled scon. Bul very soon the violenoo
went out of conibml. Such communitics on hoth sides ol the bonder
were ollen compelled (o leave their homics atl & fow hours” noticon

Consequences of Partition

The year 18947 was the your of one ol the lerdes), mest abrmapl
copiarnned and imgc mosier of popaizbion Vhsl boman hstony
s kpown. There wore kalbnegs and atrociies oo both =icdes ol (S
border. In the pname of religion people ol ong conmundy nethlessly
killod aod manmed people of the other commuaniiye Cities lie Labopoo,
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Hlt_i{srs. brought the running tram to 3 hall
Pegple belopging to the other community

wers pulled cul and siaughtered with sdorts,

qnd bulliets

':na rEmaining passengers were lrealed 'm
Jhalwa, fruits and milk

The chiaf organiser ssia
gislers, news of this train's amial was
detayed That iz why we have nol been
able to entertain you [avishly — the way we
danied 10,

Shurie Engli=h trogosbi thory e U pedu. Shig
Iy Moty -Nafag

foreed mio marimge.
(amily members to preserve 1hc
soparaied o hoir parorss:

bordor ool tha, they hied o husme.

Cragep T T Nemletiadl (row i Bangladeshl m 19475
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Pelééics dn ndia vince Independence

Adfirit=nr and Rolkola bitcamie diviced o
‘copnnunnl shnes’. Muoslims wodld  wenid
aaing into wn ares whers mdinly Himdas
of Skl eed; smlluely thie Hingdos g
Slichs staved pway rom arcas ol Muslim
prizdontitance

Fraaretl o atiiedon their home= wrud
muove dcross orders, people wenlt through
imimeiae sullerings, Minodilles hath
slthe= ol the border led their home and

ollen secured lemporacy sheller i relugec

(M4

camps. They oflen foumt anhelplul local
auiministration and: pollce In whal s 1l
recently thelr awn country, They travelled
to the other st ol the gew boarder by all
sorts ol weans, olteo by [ool. Even during
this journeoy they were allen alincked,
kilted or raped. "Thogsands ol women were
abdoried.
coligion o the

hey wore maile to converl
piiuctor sl were
killed by ther own
Harnly honowr’, Many eigldoen were
Those who it moanooe 1o cross the
For lnkhs of those ‘mifogees the
oy s frocdom freany
tite i ‘relngee coonps”, or
muorlls and  soenelldues

line viclirs.

I the

Wrillet's, il
M- meakers in Tndis and
Mikisiaes lpve exgressed
e ruthlessness ol e
Wil windd (e stillesding
ol displicdemienl o
violetidi= Inn thelr novels,
sliori-siorhes, pocms g
s, While reeounling
e lraume ol Partilion,
they luve ofteny userd the
phirase thal the survivars

pocts

themiselves sl Lo
deseribe Part i —

i divisdon ol hasirs’

5

Puriillon was
division
Halstlitle=

The
pol  merely W

] pHnperilesy,



Challeniges of Natlon Budldéng

ang wsscts, or @ political  division of
L and the pchomostrabne
wpparrets. What also got doiided: were
the finsooial aracd (hines ke
tables, chatrs, Iypewrilers, paper-chps,
bonks and wiso musws! instroaments
ol the potee hamd! The anployees ol
Lhee: governmeenil and the rallways were
ilso "divided, Above all i was p violen|
separitiam of  commmuniies  who  Hod
fitheerio fived logetier as oceighihonrs,
It is estimaled Emal e Partiizon fomed
itboul S50 Likh people to mignele goeoss
Lhre siew bomaler, Between live to tea likh
proplt woere killed 1y Paddlion related
vinleriy,

l"iilf.l:EIrE:f
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Bovornd] the sdimimisirative comrerms
untd foomaciml slosms.  However e
Partition posed snother deeper gussoe,
The Jeaders ol the [ndisn  npations)
strugele didd mol beliove i e two-neilion
theary., Aod vel pariitsen oo religious
basis hnd feken poce. BDid sl moke
Indisn o Himdo patios  aolomadandly?
Even miler lange scesle  oddralion.ol
Muslins to the newly created Pakestan,
thre  Muoslon  populatioo g Indin
sprcourled ur ] 0-12 per cenl ol the tolal
popniation o 1951, So. bow wosild thy
Eovermmenl o Fmdine tread sV esiim
cittzens and other relifious miporities
iSikhs. Chrstmms Jains:  Boddbisls,
Pamis angd Jows)? The Partibon Had
alrendy crealed severs cordlict bebworn
Lhves Uwor e | kes

Ther: wene  compeling political
imteresls beland these coplljcis. The
Muslitn Leagoe was lormmed To prolect
Live smfpmests of the Maslims o color]
indm. Howss o e fomelont ol e
demamnd lor a sopémte Mushm pation
Simdiurly, thene aorgamsalipns,
whiech were brving (o organise e
Hinduas m o erder o lorn Indda snlo o
Hindo pativn. Bul most losders of the
pliona] movemsaml belsved thet fodin
must  teeal persons, of all rolicions
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Saim Mir=a; 3 shos manuEaciurer
mAgra: InTeasrgly nds mimse!!
2 stranger amig IR pedple e
Rz ilimg wihal = il Hefeels
=t in etsmelging reglily Sfal
Famnon HE Dusiness sufiers
ang &mefeges from e other sige
of pariionad India occupies he
antesital dwslling M5 dauphiz
tpo has a bape ehd He believes
ifial ininas wisdld socort be nalmsal
2aain

Bir many of his family mempars
e )i o migve 1o Pakdstan. Salim
= fom Gebéoson 2n imoulte ©
maie ol tH Faketanand an ume
to st3y back A decBive momerd
COmes wWiien Zalm wiinessss -3
shedanis’ processian demanging
fHirreatmaniiiom e gowSimment,
Hez zon Sikandar has joneg ins
firocessitin.  Can you imaging
wiial Mirza Salim fnadly did? What
20 you upic you wollo naye aone
i these Simumstances?

Year 1873

Oireclor, M.5 S3thiau
Ecrzenplay. K3 Azmi

Actorg Halrg) Sahanl, Jglal Aga
Famugus Sheskd, i Sklifhaint

71




On fhe 15th August 1347 Mahatma Gandhi did not
parbicipats Inanv ofthe Independence Day calebrations:

He was i Kolkats in the areas which were torniby
gruesome: nots between Hindus and Musims. |He was
saddened by the cornmunal violence and disheartenad
that the prncples of alimsa (noreviclence) and
satyagraha (achive but non-viclent resistance} hal he
had lived and worked for. had faied to bind the peopls
ity troubled times Gandhili went on o persuade the
Hindus and Muslims tagive up violence. s presencem
Kaolkata grestiv improved the situation. and the aoiming
of iIndependence was celebratad ina spint of communal
harmony, wiin jovous dancing it the strests. Gandhiyrs
prayer mestings aliracted large crowds Bul this was
short lived-as niots betwaan Hindus and Musiims eruptad
once sgain and Gandhijl had 1o resort 1o 3 fast fo

bring pesca

Next month Gandhyl moved to Defhi whare large scale
violente had smupiso He was desply concamed about
ensunng that Meslims should be-allowsd to stay inindia
with dignity. as-equa ctizens Mewsas also coneemad
-about the relabons batween Intia and Pakistan’ He was
unhappy with what he-saw zs the - Indian gevemments
gecision not to henaour fts financial commitments fo
Pakistan. With all #s In stind he unidertook what tWimed
oul to be tis last fast m January 4848, As m Kolkaa, fus
fast had a dramatic efect in'Delh Communal tension
-and vislence reduced. Muslims of Delhi and surrounding
-areas could safely return o their homes. The Gavernment
of India agraed to give Pakistan its duas:

Gandhiis achons were haowovar not liked by all
Exiramists in bath the caommunites biamed him for thair
conditions. Despits this he continued (o mest everyons
durnng his prayer mestings. Finzlly, on 30 January 1948,
one such extremist Nathuram Vinavak Godss, walkad
up to Gandhiji-during his evening prayer in Calhi-and
fired 'thres :bullets at him, killing him instantty. Thus
endad a lifelong struagle for truth. nen-vislence justice
and tolarance
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14 Pofétics i India since Independesce

efpually and that India should nob be g country thal gave superior
sliatus (0 adherents ol one Lath and Inledor Lo those who pratjecd
uanother reliiion. All clibens would be eguul’ ifrespective ol heir
roliglous allilintfon. Being relipiois or o helover would nol he a tesd
of cllizenmbip. They cherished therelore the wdeal of 2 Secular nation.
This ided] was cushirined in the Indian Constitutlon.

Integration czf Princety States

Britisti frdie was dividod isto whest were oalled the Botish Indiss
Provinees and the Princely States. The Britsh Indian Provinees
were direetly under the control of the British government. On the
ather-hand, severl lange sl sinnll states ruled by prinees, called
the Princely Sties, enjoved some form of control over thetr intermnal
allilrs u= lofig as they accepled Britsh supremmey, This wis ealled
paramounicy or .*-iu'.:.l:ruiu‘.}' ol the Brlish crown, Prinecly Slales
coverdd onec-third ol (e lund ared ol the British Indion Empire and
ore otil of four Tndinss. lved under: prineely rale.

The problem

Just Belore Independence 1L was pritoviecd by the Briush thot with
the end ol their rule over: Tndi. pomrountey of the British crown
over Princely Stites would also lapse, Thisomeant tuat all these
slalrs. ws many as 569 10 all, woakd become legally mdependent. The
British governmenl ook the view that all these states swere free o
join cther India or Pakistan or remain independent i thoy so wished.
This declsion was lefl nol o the people but o the princely rulers of
these states, This was & very serious problem and could threaten the
very existence of @ uniivd Inein.

The problems started vory soon. Flrst ol dll, the suler ol Travancdre
amounced Tt the state Tod decided of’ Independence. The Niam
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16 Pelécics i ndia stice Jﬂ.{epm:{mm

of Hyderahad made & similar amnouncement the nexd day. Rulers like
the Nawab of Bhopal wore averse o joining the Constilucnt Assembly,
This response ol the rulers of the Primecly Slates micant thal, afler
Independence there was a very real possibility that Tndio would get
lurther divided into a number of small rountrics. The prospects of
democrircy for the people-dn these states also looked blcak, This was a
simnge stiuiton; since the Indion Independepce was aimed at unity,
sell-delemminollon as wiell as democrney. In mos) of these prinecly
stales, govommenis wore tun in 6 not-democratie moaoner and the
rulers wene wowilling (o gve democmtic righis Lo their populations.

Government's approach
(L FTLFTE S T T

The antemmn Eovermpenl ok o lom stance afainst the possibie
it dn the hitory sf Il yising off Indfa ot small principasiitivs of diflerent sizes) Under
B CAMINOR FRALACTIV, WY thie Mountbatten Plam, the Pooeely stetes woene ree jojoio hwdia
Fo T rﬂiﬂ:ﬁrmww or, MPakistan, Sardar Patel was din's Depuly Prme Mimistor and
el yresimass, wikide Lack the Homwe Mintster during the cructal period immedinlely following
of wtdty wild expese ue t9 Indopendenee. He played a hisloric role i negotating with Vhe ralerss
: cilarmiiin T of princely states firmiy bot diplematicelly ssd bonging mos) of
; i i them mto the Indian Usien 10 may Jook casy sow. But i was n very
e comphivated tosk which regquined skilio] persuasion. For mslance,
rad:-ﬂpiﬂj: that #‘mi" there were 26 small slales i loday's Orssa. Suprashira mogion of

wf Croperats amd woprk Gujarad had 14 bag stales, 119 small siptes amd smerous other
Logether in thae gensral thilferenl ssimisstrations.
ingorest, anarchy snd chass The goveramont’s approgehiavas gmded by three considerahions

wild soerachetin us wld, gread rimstly, the people ol moest of the prscely siates cleardy wanfed to
wre seadd, amed daaed o i boeome part ol the Indian amen: Sceondly, the govermmont wos
fofal Ptde_ proparos to be Oexibie mrgiviag sutopnoiay 1o sone nogons, The fdeo
wis to accommadaic plurality and adop) & Dexible upproack i dealing
with the demusnds gl the regions. Thirddy, m the backdrop of Partition
which browstht mio loows the eonlest over demarneation of lemitony,

SBarder Pofel thee astogration amd consolidation of the lemifonal boandarices of the
fthier do Princely rulers. palion bad assumed supremw mmportance.
1947

Befome 15 Aungust 1947, poseclal segobations had broughl almest
all stales whese lernlonies woere contiguous o e new boundaries of
Frchin, imbo e Todian Umnen, Tho naders ol moes) ol Ve slses signed
# dorument eallod Ve instrumeel of Aceession” whiich meant Ul
thieir stiale agreed to heconie o part of e Umien ol india. -Aceession of
the Prineely States ol Junegedh, Hydergbol, Rashmir and Manipur
proved  moene diffivall than the rest, The ssae ol Junagsrh was
resoived ulter a plebiscite confimmed peoplie’s desioe (p joia lodue Yoo
will sl st Rashimir m Chapter Sover: Freoes Jet us ipek ol e
casts ol Hyderebad pod Mamnipur
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Saniar Patel with the D VERAMT & I Hydrrabpd

Hyderabad
Hyvderubindg, Ihe larpgest ol ilic Printely Sloles wihs
surrouiuded eolirely by Indiati [esilory, Some paris ol

e old Hvderabad stiale arve loday parls o /Malibfuashilra,
Kornatiki and Andhra Pradesti. s raler carmed the e,
Wileim”, andl Fe wos one ol the world’s fldhest men. The
Nlzwm wanled an lndependenil slotos fbe Hyderabibe T
crilered nte whial was callcd the-Standstill Avrecment wilth
Indiia in Novdnpibier 1947 lor'a vehe whille negoliftons with
Lo Ireddan govertanenl werd gojny on.

i Ihe meanlime, o ovemenl ol e ‘plople ol
Hyderabind Stali deipinsl Me Nizom's fole geltened loroe
Thie peddaritry. I dlve Telandgnd peglon o pafileular,
Lo vichldi ol Niebm's opprissive role ard rose poairist T
Women who Med seit) e wiorsl of s oppitdesion | jolred
e movemenl in lorde nimbes. Hederabud town was Qe
nefve conlre ol this moverenl. The Conmmimlsts did e
Hyderabind Conpress were It the [orelrant of e niovement
Thit Nienm respotided by unleashing i parh-milllory lofde
knowny os the Fuehkofs of) e peoplle, The aleocilies gl
catinmmuna] poluare ol 'Hhe Resikars Knew no bivifuds, They

Wl
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" Prime Minister 2nd first Haome
: play=d animportant role in

.mﬁqﬂanmlﬁgm
I' -C:mhmhm elc.

the freedom movement;
-Cuﬂgfass leader; Tollower of

| Siales with India; member
;.ﬁfmpnnamamrrﬂ;mﬁ

Sardar \rnﬂnhhbhal Patel
(1875:1950}. Leader of

B

Gandhi; Deplity
Minister urmdepm&m Indiz,
the integration of Pﬁmelf

the Constilient
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mitiedered. maimed. siped asd looted) wrgoeting partionliordy 1w ton-
Muslimms, Thivcontesl govermmenl Friwd Lo ordes e sgzoy Lo Gaekde e
Situntidn. In Sepledilios 18988 [ndibn avmy moved . in o conleol e
Nbeam's lorecs. Aller o lew dovs ol inlermittenl Gahtingg. he Nizam
surreridered. This led Lo Hedorabiad's aceession Lo Iodia.

Manipur

A lew doys Délopre  Dulepiendietee, e 'Molinfas "ol Moandpuaf,
Bodhachbndra Slhdh, siencd (e InsGomesl of Avdession wilth the
lrdion goverirderl on Wie asSdrance ol the inlemmal sutonomy ol
Muanipur would e moinloindd, Undier (e prossure of publle oplnion,
[hie Mulwsija held clections i Manipur o June 1848 and (e sl
Bécaihe b constiiulonal monhntby. Thus Marlpor was (e sl porl
ol Irdia 1o Rold o edeetbon Biascd on uridversal adill [ranehhise

Lei 1t Deplslnfive Assoiibly ol Manipoe e wero shivep e renieiss
ovir 1he guestion of morger ol Mamipur wlth India. While the siale
Condress warlled the micrder, other polllleal pariics wére oppased (o
his. The Goverzument ol [l sudicecded o persiosling e Mabotaju
Il &pndny o Meriter Arredmonl in Seplembis 1948,
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Reorgasisation cff States

The process of nation-buallding did noel conte Lo an end with Parlitlon
sndd integralion ol Prineely Stales, Now the challenge wiss 1ot the
fitlernul bdaundaries ol the Indisn states. This wies ol just & matler
of achininistrative divisions, The boundaries hod to be drwn ina way
so that the Bnguistic and cultumal plurality of the country could be
reflecied withoul affecting the unity of the salion

During volasial mule, the stale houndares were dmwas cither on
admirstirniive convenienee or simply cainoided with the termitpnes
annexed by the Brtish governnumt ar 1he wrrilaries ruled by the
princily powirs.

{Chur national movement had rejected these divisions as ortificiad
und had promised the lngulste prineiple as the basis of rmollon
all states. In et alter the Nagpur scssion of Congress in 1920 e
principle was pecopnised ws e basis o (He roofganisilon ol the
Indinn Nallonnl Congress party, lsell,  Alany Provigelal Congress
Comnitlves were croiled by Ungulstic cones, which, did gol (nlow
[l pdministrative divisions of Hreitlsh Tadis

Things changed afler Independenoce daml Partition: Our leaders
felt that carving oul siates on the basls ol langaacse miphl ledgd 1o
thisruption snd disintegration. 1t was Slso fell that this wauld draw
attentlon away from other soclal and ceotmnte challenges thal the
country faced. The centml leadership declded (o postpone matioes.
The need lor postponeticent wis alsodelt bechusc the fate ol the
Prmcely Stales hisd nol been deoded. Also, the meomery ol Partition
waes still fresh.

Thits dedsion of the nationstleadership was challesged by Lie fpond
leaders and the prople. Prolosts beganim (Be Telugo speaking arems of
the old Modras provinee, which incloded present disy Tami] Nado, pares
ol Andhira Pradesh. Kernloand Karoatdko. TheVishulsidha movement
las Lhe movetsienl lor o sepdsrabe Andhra wos colled] dembnded Uil
[hie Telugy spealiie aeiegs shiould be separled roi the Muodias
provinee ol wldeh they wore wpir't and De drdde (ol o Sieparale Andhirh
provinee. Nearly ull the poalilical forees in (he Andhita region were in
fvourr of linguistic reorganiEtion of e then Mudias proviner

The movement gathered momeniim a5 @ resull of the Contral
govermupnent’s vacillation. Polll Sormmulu, & Congress deader and a
veleran Gamlhion. went an an indeflndle Gst that led (o his death aller
56 dlays. This caused greal unmest and resultead b vialent outbursis o
Andhbra regiom. People in large numbers 1ook to the sireets. Many wore
infiived or lost thoir Hives in police firing. o Madms, soveral egisintors
resigned Hheir seats o prolest. Finally, the Poime Minister aonmouneed
the lermation ol & sepamate Assdbra stale @ December 1952,
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, INDIA AFTER REORGANISATION
/ ADMINISTRATIVE MAP 1961
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Resd the map and unswer the loHlowing guestions;

I, N the osidinal stale fram whitch the Tollowing States were carved ol
Ciujaral Hivryurnn

Meithalava Chhuftisgarh

Name two states thal were allested by the Partition of the country

3. Name two stalcs today thal were onee o' Union Termitbry.
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The (ormation of Andhra spurred  the struggle (or
muaking of olther stsles on lndulstie Hoos in other parts
ol the country, These struggles forecd the Contral
Governmenl inlo appointing o "Sliles Reorganisalion
Comumnission n 18953 (0 ok Inle the guestion ol
redrawing ol Lhe boundarics ol states. The Conuuission
tn ds repord acecpled il the boumdaries of the stale
should relleo) the Boundaries of dillesenl lapnduades. On
the basds of (1= report the States Reorganisation Acl was
passed in 1956, This led to the orealion of 14 states and
si% umion lermilorics,
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“Caniatny e Gersle L™ 15 Feluruiry 30H0) wsloef] | e Stale Htulg_..l.lﬂ:#.l bimgh Cloanirs)beoqfenin g il
ion by e gende of Tingulsm.

One of the mos! imporanl concenes in the curly years
wits The! demands for separate staies would endanger
the anily of the cousntry, 11 was (et thal lngaiste
states may (esler separatism antd create pressiares on
the newly lounded nation. But the leademsbip, under
popwlar pressure. Hmlly misde o chipiee o favour of
liguistic states: It was boped thal if we aeeept the
relional and Hglatstie elenns of all regions: Che threat of
division and separatism would e mdoced, Besudes: the
wevormmedation o regienal demaads wul the loonation
ol lingwshe slades were #lso seon as moem demoeraiic

Now il s miore than filly years sinee the formation of
lnguistic sintis, We can say, that Hngaistic sinlcs angl
the movements for the lommation of these stales chunged
the niture ol demoeratic politics and Icadership in some
basic ways., The path to politics and power was now
open W people other than the small English speaking
clite, dnguisiic reonginisation also gave some unifoom
basts to Lhe drowing ol state boundares. [t did not leard

o b
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1o disintegrtion of the country &s many had feared eardier. On the
captrary il sirengthened nationml unity.

Ahove all. the linguistic states underlined the acceptance ol the
principle of diversity. When we say that Indie adopted demiocmacy, 1l
does ol stmply mean that India enbmaced o democmatic constilytion,
nor does | merely mean that India adopted the lormat of elections, The
chojce was larger than that, i wasa choice in fovour ol recognising
and acoepting the exsienee of dilferences which could @t thnes be
oppesitional. Democraey, in other words, was associnted with plumbiy
ol ideas and wayvs of lile. Much of the polities in the Inter period was
10 take place within this fmmework

Fasi Forward Creation of new states

=
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1. Which among the following stataments atoul the Parttion = iIncorrect?
{a}  Parition of india was the sutcome of the “two-nation Hheory.”
(b} Punjaband Bengal were fhe-two pravinces divided anthe basis-
of religion. _
{¢} East Pakstan and West Fakisian wera nol contiguous:
{d) Theschems of Paition included a plan Tor transiar of

popilistion across the bordar.
£ Malch the prnciples with the instances: .
{al Msappmg of boundaries . Falkastan and
on refigioss grounds. Bangladesh
(6} Mapprg of boundanes on grounds. 1l Indig-and
of different languapes Fakistan
() Demarcabing boundanes within a i Jharkiang and

country by gengraphical zones - sgarh’

(d)  Demarcating boundanss within a iv. Himachal Pradesh
country on administrabive and ana Uitarakhand
political grounas

3 Take-a current politival map of India 4showing ocutlines of states) and
mark the locatien of thesdoliowing Princaly States

{a) Junagadh (b] Maniput
{e) llysore (d) Gwakior

Herease two opinions —
Bismay: “The merger wilh' the fndian State was an sxlension of
demosracy (o the pacple of the Princely Stales

J

ingerprest: °| em not &0 sure: there was foece bemg used. Demacracy
comes by creslihg CONSSNEUS.

What is your owr opinion in the light of accession of Princaly ‘States and
the respanses of the peeple in these parts?

EXERCISES

5 Head the-following very different statem=ants mads in August 1847 —
“Today you have wom o5 your heads a3 crown of thoms The seal of
power i g nealy thing. You have to remam ever wareful on tha! seal

| you have fo be more humble and forbeanng . . now Inere wil be no end

c fo vour being tesled.” — M K Ganoin

. India wall awaketo a life of fresdom.. westep oul from the old to the

] new. . we snd foday s penod of )l fartune and India discovers hersalf
agam (heschevemant wa ceisdrale loday s bul a slep. an opening of
ggportunidy. . — Jenwanasia - NesRu

Spell cut the agendz of natien bulding hat flows from these two
statements Which one appeals more to you and why?
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=)

YWhal are the reasons being used by Nehru for kesping India secular?
Do you think theses reasons wera only ethieal and santimantal? Or wers
tharesoma prudaniial reasons as wall?

7. Brng out fwo majpr differences belween the challenge of nation
buitding for eastern and westem regions of the country at the ime of
Independence:

8  Whal was the task of the States Rearganisation Commission? What
was it mosgt-salient recommendation?

4 ltissaid that the nation 15 fo 3:large extent an ™ iImagineo community”
held together by commaon bebefs. history. poltical -aspirations -and
imaginatons. ldentify the fealures that make-ndia-a nahon.

10 Read the following passage anld answer the qusstions below,

In the histary of nahen-building only the Sowvial expesment bears
compansan with the Indian. There {00, a senga of uniy hadio be ferged
behvaen many diverse ethnic groups. reigious, imgurstic communities
and social classes. Tne stale — geagrapne as wel 85 demographic
—was comparably massive The raw matenal the siale had fo work with
wag sgually unproprous” a pegple dinded oy Taih-and dnvan by debt
and diseage.” — HamaoHenozs Gusa
ia) List the commaonaiities that the alihor mentions between India
and Soviet Union and give one sxample for ezch of theze from
India

(b}  The author does not talk apout dissimilanties betweean the two
expenmants: ©an you mention two dissipilantes?
ic) Inretrospect which of these two expenments worked batter and

whyF
T ;—-.a:' ‘J
v L'_ =i
« 'Read 3 navell story an Paniic byanlndmandaﬁhﬁqmr
Bangladechi writer, What are the

across the border?

« Caollect 3l the stoties from the 'Let's Rassarch suggestion it
this cha;dﬂr_ ﬂrmmh a wal!pqper tha hmﬂghts the common
axpefisneas a and has stories on the unsue sxpefiences.



